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Historic House Tour Luncheon
Hosted by the Long Valley Columbiettes
Offered at Our Lady of the Mountain Church
2 E Springtown Rd, Long Valley, NJ
11AM ~ 2PM
The menu for the luncheon will include:
sandwich, soup, bag of chips, and dessert
$10.00
There will also be condiments, crackers and bread on the tables
and
coffee, tea and water will be available.

Washington Township Historical Society
6 Fairview Avenue – PO Box 189
Long Valley, NJ 07853
www.wthsnj.org ~ info@wthsnj.org ~ 908-876-9696
The Washington Township Historical Society was formed in 1961 by townspeople who wanted
to preserve the rich history of our township. In 1981 the Society opened the museum in the “German
Valley School” which was built in 1830. The building had also been a private residence and the
Washington Township Library before becoming the perfect venue for the museum.
The mission of the Society has been fulfilled though the dedicated work of many members
who have spent countless hours collecting, cataloguing and preserving all the priceless items in our
collections, as well as sponsoring programs, preserving historic sites, giving presentations, running a
craft group and answering genealogy requests from all over the country.
We are always seeking new members who have an interest in the history of our town and
who would like to help fulfill our mission.
We would like to dedicate this year’s tour to several members who dedicated so
much of their time to fulfill the mission of the WTHS throughout the years. In loving
memory of John Hemmings, Wayne Marks, Dominic Puleo and Murray Reed.

Welcome!
Welcome to the Washington Township Historical Society’s 34thAnnual Historic House Tour!

We are so pleased that you have joined us today to share in our town’s unique history as shown
through the homes and buildings that are on the tour. This year’s tour will allow you to tour
primarily through three sections of Washington Township – German Valley, Schooley’s
Mountain, and Middle Valley – as well as a bonus home with a Dickens’ Village to delight
everyone. Four of the homes on the tour have never been on before and we are so grateful to
all the owners for opening up these homes for all to enjoy.
Acknowledgments

The Washington Township Historical Society extends our deepest thanks to the owners and
caretakers of the homes, mill and the church on the tour for their generosity.
As always, we are most grateful to area businesses and professionals for their generous
contributions and support as patrons.
We appreciate the help of Sgt. James Burns of the Washington Township Police Department
and all the officers who have helped ensure a safe House Tour.
A special thank you goes to the Garden Club of Long Valley for creating the beautiful wreaths
you will notice on the tour. They are the masterful gardeners who tend the perennial gardens
at the museum year round and we give heartfelt thanks for all their hard work.
The Washington Township Historical Society Craft Club will once again have unique items for
sale in the museum the day of the tour. We thank them for their year-long commitment to
creating one-of-a-kind items.
We thank the WT Municipal Building, The Emmanuel Bible Church, Zion Lutheran Church and
MACAG West Mill Partners, LLC for allowing parking on their properties.
A special thank you goes to all the workers of the WT Municipal Public Works for providing
cones for the tour and your safety. PLEASE stay within the designated areas.
Many thanks go to the Washington Township Historical Society members, as well as, friends,
scouts, and West Morris Central High School students who serve as docents and parking
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In respect for the homeowners, NO PHOTOGRAPHY OR FOOD will be allowed in the homes.

_______________________________________________________________________________
DISCLAIMER: The purchase of an admission ticket to the Tour constitutes a license revocable at the will of the Washington
Township Historical Society. The ticket price is non-refundable. Licensee assumes all reasonable risks and releases the Society
and exhibitors from any and all liability resulting from the normal conduct of the tour.

German Valley
In the mid-1700s a series of settlements – Upper Valley, German Valley, Middle Valley and Lower Valley
– formed along the South Branch of the Raritan, what the original Lenni Lenape named “Long Valley”.
German Valley, so named in 1804, had originally been called Budd’s Valley, then Dutch Valley. In 1918
during World War I when anti-German sentiment was at a peak, the name was once again changed to
the original Lenni Lenape name of Long Valley.
The first building that would be noticed while driving into German Valley Square along Mill
Street from Middle Valley was the German Valley Hotel, on the right in the photograph below. The
photo below, c 1900, also shows the River Building to the left with Kice Hall attached to the rear as well
as the bakery, in the center of the photograph. At one time, most of the streets were called Main
Street. They are now known as East Mill Road, West Mill Road, Schooley’s Mountain Road and
Fairmount Road. The German Valley Historic District was listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in 1983.

House 1
Tunis Trimmer House
21 West Mill Road
John and Rachel Burns

Welcome to what many believe may be the first stone house built in our Township. In 1750 Tunis
(Anthony) Trimmer purchased 315 acres for purposes of a farm from William Logan, Secretary to
William Penn for £ 150 sterling or $400. Tunis was one of six settlers who each purchased a rectangular
parcel of the Logan Tract at that time. After he died in 1754 the property was purchased by John Hager
sometime before 1759.
The home features deep set multi-paned windows, mortar over stone construction, 22” thick walls and
two front doors common to 18th century New Jersey German and Dutch architecture. Look for original
wide pumpkin pine floors throughout much of the home. There are six fireplaces, of which four currently
work. A cooking fireplace is located in the basement which may have been where the Trimmer family
lived while building the home. The current kitchen was once the “borning room” and the living room
was once the “keeping room.” In colonial times these rooms were able to be kept warm as they were
adjacent to the kitchen.
During the Greek Revival period (the years between 1820 and the Civil War) a portico was added to the
front of the house but only the porch remains. Other features that still exist from that time are Greek
key dentil molding, and door trim in the current dining room.
To the left of the home is a narrow parcel of wooded land. This was the former location of the
Presbyterian Church from 1832 until it burned in 1954.

House 2
Dr. F. E. Eugene Blass Apartment
Washington Township Land Trust
12 East Mill Rd.
Jim Fitterer
Trained as an industrial gas, combustion and distillation engineer, Eugene Blass emigrated from his
native Germany in 1913 bringing his wife Wilhelmina and two daughters over in January, 1914. He has
been credited with engineering the Pennsylvania Steel-Coke ovens.
Traveling frequently to Europe, his own writings state that he had been doomed to death by cancer
around 1922. Stories of his observations of sick deer in the forest licking a crystalline substance
supposedly led to his development of a powdered form of stabilized oxygen which was bound to
pharmaceutical quality magnesium and had curative powers based on the principal of toxic cleansing.
Identifying himself as “Dr. F.M. Eugene Blass, Leading Physician, Homeopath, Naturopath and Originator
of Oxygen Therapy,” Blass spent years working with other scientists (some credit him with an
acquaintance with Nicola Tesla) promoting the benefits of oxygen therapy. Once accused of quackery,
his theories have seen a resurgence of interest and scientific investigation. Blass purchased the property
in 1944 from the Hoffmann family who had run the 1750 grist mill since 1919. The mill pond dam had
washed out in 1939 hastening the demise of a waning industry that once was the heart of the town.
Stepping into the Blass apartment, one leaves the traffic and noise of East Mill Road and enters a
relaxing, rustic retreat furnished in an eclectic Adirondack style (note the custom made twig bedside
table) and listen to the calming sounds of the South Branch as it courses past the windows. Elements of
the apartment were repurposed from the Roehrich house, demolished in 2009—including the claw foot
bathtub and kitchen sink unit. Note the original shiplap walls once again a decorating rage. Many items
of the owner’s personal & family collections are on display. Look for the “concealed shoe” discovered at
an early home in the township, as well as, objects of tramp art, southern garden clay tiles crafted by
slaves and an extensive and whimsical collection of salt and pepper shakers.

House 3
David Trimmer House
33 Schooley’s Mountain Road
Jaime Weiss and Christopher North
This two and a half story vernacular Victorian frame building was built in 1890 by David Trimmer, the
original owner. It has a stone foundation and a two-story, carriage house. Before building this home
David and his wife Emma lived and farmed at the corner of Bartley and East Mill Rd. That home still
stands today. In 1890 when David was age 33, they left the farm and moved into German Valley Village.
Although he still considered himself a farmer as late as 1900, by 1910 he had changed his occupation to
“painter.” Perhaps village living and the coming of the railroad in 1876 influenced his decision.
David Sharp Trimmer and his wife Emma Hann were descendants of the early settlers of German Valley
and Washington Township. House #1 on the tour this year was built in the 1750s by his 2nd great
uncle, Tunis Trimmer.
The home once had a three sided wrap-around porch which was removed in the front and enclosed as
additional rooms on the sides of the house before 1953. Notice the original pocket doors between the
entrance hall and living room. There are two original Norman Rockwell prints in the living room from
the Four Freedoms. In the dining room look for the Stickley Hutch and Sideboard ~ circa 1920-1930~
manufactured by Stickley Brothers Co. in Grand Rapids, MI. Don’t miss the English Teapot collection in
the original built in cabinet and British pieces of furniture.
Some area residents will remember this was once the home of “Mrs. Joan Freeman”, their 4th grade
teacher at Old Farmer’s Road School from 1970 to 1995.

Schooley’s Mountain
Schooley’s Mountain received its name from the Scholey family who had arrived from England
in the early 1700s. They eventually settled on the mountain around 1730, attracted by the expansive
views, fresh air and mineral springs. The Lenni Lenape had told the early settlers of the healing waters
found in the spring on the mountain and developers soon built boarding houses and hotels to attract
people to the area.
The first developer was Joseph Heath who, between 1810 and 1815, erected several buildings,
including the Alpha Hotel, known collectively as Heath House. In 1820, Conover Bowne erected Belmont
Hall, later known as Dorincourt, both pictured below. Belmont Hall attracted such aristocratic visitors as
Ulysses S. Grant, President Benjamin Harrison, the Vanderbilts, Goulds, Astors and Roosevelts. Not only
were the visitors able to partake of the healing waters, the hotel became the center for social affairs and
any outdoor activities, including hiking, swimming, and horseback riding as well as relief from the hot
city summers of New York and Philadelphia. Dorincourt was located at the corner of Pleasant Grove
Road and Schooley’s Mountain Road, directly across the street from House #4 on the tour. The
Schooley’s Mountain District was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1991.

House 4
Twin Oaks
2 Pleasant Grove Road
Manny and Lourdes Montesino (owners)
Adrienne Gumersall (renter)

Built by 1885, this Italianate influenced home was purchased by 1891 by George and Clara Strawbridge
as a summer home. Around the turn of the 20th Century, Schooley’s Mountain, with its famous springs
and healthy air, was still a fashionable vacation destination for the wealthy trying to escape the heat of
the cities.
The home contains two fireplaces, original pocket doors, high ceilings and original windows which bring
in the outdoors beautifully. George was a member of the affluent Strawbridge family of Strawbridge
and Clothier Department Stores in Philadelphia. In 1900 they lived here with 3 servants: a cook,
waitress and a coachman. Once part of a larger home farm of the Heath House Hotel, the half-acre
property was sold in 1876 with the stipulation that there could be no liquor sold on the property and
that any building erected must be worth at least $3,000.
In 1908 Jenny Ditmas purchased the house known as Twin Oaks as a full time home for her retired
husband John A. and three children. John had been a successful banker from Flatbush, Brooklyn.
Ditmas Park, Ditmas Avenue and beautiful Ditmas Church in Brooklyn were named after the family.
Over the years there were many family gatherings and even weddings. Grandma Jenny lived in Twin
Oaks until her death in 1955. Over time she needed an elevator to go upstairs. The elevator is still
present and could be brought back into use. The heir and grandson, Bruce Ditmas, owned the home
until 2 years ago when he moved to Italy full time. By then the house had fallen into disrepair and was
sold to the current owner. All the renovations by the Montesinos have been done with great care and
attention to keeping the charm of Twin Oaks.

House 5
The Hunt House
99 Zellers Road
Burf and Nancy Magenheimer

Named as a "Hunt House" on an 1853 map, this charming home nestled in a valley of its own, may have
started life as a hunting lodge according to local legend passed on to the current owners by “old
timers.” The Hunts and Hanns owned most of the land along what was known as The Great Road
leading from Beatystown (sic) to Middle Valley and all the way over to the village of Pleasant Grove.
Reverend Holloway Hunt, one time minister to both Pleasant Grove and Schooley’s Mountain
Presbyterian Churches, married into the prolific Hann family, quite possibly the earliest settlers in the
area. William and Elsie Henn (Hann) emigrated from Germany about 1730, purchased 350 acres from
Samuel Schooley, had four sons, and eventually intermarried with all the local families.
An 1853 map identifies the property as part of the Hunt holdings while the 1868 and 1887 maps show it
as belonging to “P. Ader,” believed to be Philip and his wife Sophia, a Beam. Census records show the
Aders living alongside the Beams, as well as, Catherine and Mancius Hoffman who also show on the
deeds as owners of this property about the same time leading us to surmise there may have been more
than one house on the large parcel at one time.
Using a typical floor plan for a ‘banked’ house (one built into the side of a hill), the original kitchen was
located in the basement where a dirt floor would have protected the family from fire. The large upstairs
fireplace has a huge stone mantel while the original house consisted of two rooms with two small
bedrooms upstairs in what commonly started as a loft. When the house was purchased in 1978, there
was a porch with a tin overhang where the current dining and sitting areas are. In 1984, the
Magenheimers added a large, two-story modern clapboard addition which now includes a sitting room,
master bedroom and bath downstairs, as well as, a large bedroom upstairs.
As you walk through the downstairs of the home you will notice that the owners have lovingly
renovated the house and it now showcases many antiques, including several family heirlooms, as well as
lovely period pieces. The grounds of the house include flower gardens and a large vegetable garden, all
of which add to the overall charm of the home.

Middle Valley

The Middle Valley region, which lies at the south central point of the township, was actually
where the development of Washington Township began. It was formed over millennia by the South
Branch of the Raritan Rover and is bordered by Schooley’s Mountain to the west and Fox Hill to the east.
Samuel Schwachhamer (later simplified to Swackhamer) is considered the first settler of Middle
Valley, as is seen on the marker below which is located in a local cemetery. The Schwachhamer family
boarded the ship Love and Unity at Rotterdam in 1731, and after an arduous journey, they arrived in
Middle Valley in 1732. In 1738 the Duffords, Welshes, Weises, Neighbours, Schenkles, Terriberrys,
Trimmers and others followed, settling within the township. Over time Middle Valley Village included a
post office, a mill, general stores, a peach basket factory and many homes. One such home was the
lovely Queen Anne-style home Andrew Dufford built in 1892, also pictured below. The now iconic
landmark, The Middle Valley Community Center, was erected by David Miller around 1794 as the first
general store.
In 1990, the Middle Valley Historic District was listed in the New Jersey and National Registers of
Historic Places.

House 6
Buttonball Farm
25 Middle Valley Road
Juan Carlos Gutierrez and Russell Minion
Once part of a larger tract owned by William Trimmer whose brother Lawrence owned a local rock
quarry and peach basket factory, this vernacular Italianate house features a five over four façade with
center door and rectangular windows with a pediment. The center hall construction with front and back
door is a simple, symmetrical floor plan allowing for light and cross ventilation.
By the late 1800s, settlement spread up from the village below as the High Bridge Branch of the Central
New Jersey Railroad crossed below the house in 1876. (The railroad bed is now the Columbia Trail.) The
owners believe the house was constructed and expanded about 1869. In 1882, after William’s death,
son Anthony sold a three acre parcel with the house and carriage house across the road to Milton
Swayze, a local farmer from Pleasant Grove, for $600. Between 1898 and 1938, the property had five
owners. During the 1910-1930s, as the economy drew the population to the cities, Middle Valley
became a recreation destination drawing city dwellers to the Raritan River’s fishing and swimming spots.
Cottages sprang up and local homes offered guest lodging. The house at #25 was likely used as a
summer or weekend residence.
In 1942, Fred Waltman from Brooklyn purchased the house and converted the carriage house into a
workshop and guest house. In 1985, his children divided the property between them, and by 2011 both
had fallen into complete disrepair.
The owners of Minion and Gutierrez, a custom architecture and interior design firm rescued it in 2011.
Carefully restoring the exterior, rebuilding the front porch and replicating the missing staircase, the new
owners removed the few modern intrusions restoring the original floor plan and room usage. Totally
renovating the basement kitchen and creating a doorway to the adjoining storage area (thought to be
the original structure) they found space for a tiny powder room. Much of the furniture is of their own
custom design.

For safety reasons the
WTPD asked us to
withdraw this home.
Interior photos may
be viewed at
www.wthsnj.org.

Bonus House – Putz Display

74 Fawnridge Drive
The Sadloski Family
The holidays hold many traditions, old and new, that many of us hold dear. In keeping
with the German Christmas tradition of a “putz”, this home will be open to display a remarkable
Dickens’ Village. A “putz”, derived from a German word “putzen” or “to decorate”, is a
decorative miniature village that is an elaboration of a simple nativity scene.
It was a family tradition of the Sacco-Sadloski family to watch the movie A Christmas
Carol on Christmas Eve. As a gift one year, Annette Sadloski’s parents and brother gave the
family four village pieces representing the story. Over the past 30 years, the village has grown
in size. Nicholas Sadloski, Annette’s son, creates a different scene every year. The “building” of
the village starts in early November and takes many, many hours to complete.
In 2017, the display received a major change. What was once a village has now turned
into the city of London. The Thames River has been added along with some of London’s iconic
buildings such as the Tower of London, Big Ben and the Tower Bridge.
Last year the Observer Tribune interviewed the family and they were on the front cover
of the paper in December. The Sadloski family is thrilled to be able to share this tradition not
only with their family and friends, but with those attending the Washington Township Historical
Society’s Annual Historic House Tour.

Patrons
We are most grateful to our Patrons for their generous contributions and support.
A + denotes a donation of $500 or more. An * denotes a donation of $100 or more.

Anita’s Hair Salon
8 Brookside Drive
Long Valley, NJ 07853
908-876-40607 Open Tues-Thurs-Sat

*The Holmquist Real Estate Group
Keller Williams Realty Metropolitan
www.holquistrealestategroup.com
973-803-5403 Direct/973-539-1120 Office

The Chocolate Shoppe – Quality homemade chocolates
and candies since 1980. Unique Made in America and
locally made gifts.
62 East Mill Rd., Long Valley 908-867-2000

Jennifer O’Grady McLoughlin
Attorney at Law
41 East Mill Road, Long Valley, NJ 07853
Office : 908-645-0441 / jom@mcloughlinlegal.com

Donn Dufford, Pasadena, CA
Family historian and direct descendant
of German Valley settlers
Philip and Adam Dufford, 1738

*The new OMG Burger and Brew and The Long Valley
Pub at Restaurant Village are proud to be residents
of beautiful Washington Township.

Enchanted Chocolates
15 Hastings Square
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
908-852-5151

Szechuan Royale
Hastings Square Plaza – 470 Hastings Square
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
908-850-4558

*Family Dentistry
John S. Madaras, DDS/Philip Dahlquist, DMD
43 Route 46, Hackettstown, NJ 07840
908-850-8660

*Tango Capital Management, LLC
Victor Vuskalns – Managing Member
victor@tangollc.com
www.tangollc.com

Ron and Betsy Guzenski
Best wishes for a successful
Annual Historic House Tour.

The UPS Store
470 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Hackettstown, NJ
Hastings Plaza Square
908-813-3800

Herb’s East Mill Garage, LLC
36 East Mill Road, Long Valley, NJ 07853
908-876-9600
Local Auto Repair Shop in business for 30+ years

Valley Restaurant and Pub
59 East Mill Road
Long Valley, NJ 07853
valleyrestaurantandpub@yahoo.com

In memory of John G. Hemmings
from the Hemmings Family
Long Valley residents since 1918

Valley Center Automotive
4 East Mill Road, Long Valley, NJ 07853
908-876-9628
Complete Foreign and American Car Care Center

Hoffman’s Supply
35 East Mill Road, Long Valley, NJ 07853
908-876-3111
info@hoffmanssupply.com/www.hoffmanssupply.com
+Iacampo LLC
Preserving historic buildings for 40 years.
Long Valley, NJ
201-317-7161
* Anonymous Patron

We would also like to thank the following nurseries for
their generous donations of poinsettias that were given
to the homeowners.
Ort Farms
25 Bartley Road, Long Valley, NJ
908-876-3351
Stony Hill Farms
8 NJ Route 24, Chester, NJ
908-879-2908

This map of Washington Township with insets of German Valley and Schooley’s Mountain is from the
Robinson’s Atlas of Morris County, New Jersey 1887. It was entered by E. Robinson in the Office of the
Librarian of Congress at Washington, DC according to an act of Congress in 1887.
To view this and other historic maps in detail, please go to our website, www.wthsnj.org and use the left
sidebar.
On today’s tour, you have visited the three districts within Washington Township that are listed on the
National Registers of Historic Places – Middle Valley, Schooley’s Mountain and German Valley. Please
feel free to visit the Washington Township Historical Society Museum in the future to learn more about
the rich history of our hometown.

We would like to extend a special thanks to Charlie and Bonnie VanStone for
allowing us to use the aerial view photograph of Schooley’s Mountain Inn on
our cover. It is one of the iconic buildings no longer extant – but certainly not
forgotten.

We would also like to thank the WTHS Craft Group for sharing their art items
for sale at the museum today. They work all year to create lovely and unique
items, just in time for gift giving!

Historic House Tour Map
December 8, 2018
Houses & Legend

 21 West Mill Rd.
 12 East Mill Rd.
 33 Schooley’s Mtn. Rd.
L Our Lady of the Mountain
2 E. Springtown Rd. (Lunch)

2 Pleasant Grove Rd.
99 Zellers Rd.
74 Fawnridge Dr. (Attraction)
M Museum - 6 Fairview Ave.

 Zion Lutheran Church
11 Schooley’s Mtn. Rd.
P1 Municipal Bldg.
43 Schooley’s Mtn. Rd.
P2 Additional Parking
8 W. Mill Rd.
Washington Township Historical Society
P.O. Box 189
Long Valley, NJ 07853
(908) 876-9696 * info@wthsnj.org
http://www.wthsnj.org

Directions
Parking in L.V. is available at Zion Lutheran Church, the Municipal
Bldg. and 8 W. Mill Rd. ALWAYS use CROSSWALKS and
SIDEWALKS when available. When parking at Municipal Bldg.,
walk down back driveway to W. Maple Ave. to Schooley’s Mtn. Rd.
Go south towards traffic light. You may visit the houses and lunch
in any order you wish.
House #1 from Museum- Go south on Schooley’s Mtn. Rd, then
right to 21 West Mill Rd, on left.
House #2 – Go back to traffic light, cross W. Mill Rd. and
Schooley’s Mtn. Rd., to 12 E. Mill Rd. on left.
House #3-Go to intersection, right onto Schooley’s Mtn., use
Columbia Trail crosswalk OR park behind Municipal Bldg., and walk
down to 33 Schooley’s Mtn. Rd.
L-(Lunch) Go north on Schooley’s Mtn. Rd to 2 E. Springtown Rd.,
Our Lady of the Mountain Church. (At traffic light, on right).
House #4- Continue north on Schooley’s Mtn. Rd. Left on Pleasant
Grove Rd., 2 Pleasant Grove Rd. is on the right. Park at Emmanuel
Bible Church, 3 Pleasant Grove.
House #5- Continue on Pleasant Grove. Left on Zellers. Rd., 99
Zellers Rd. is on the right. Park on Indian Run Rd.
Attraction- Continue down Zellers Rd. Left on W. Springtown, go
thru light to E. Springtown. Right on Naughright Rd., Left on
Fawnridge Dr., Take first right to stay on Fawnridge. 74 Fawnwridge
Dr. is on the left (0.4 miles).

PHOTOS AND VIDEOS ARE NOT PERMITTED DURING THE HOUSE TOUR
PLEASE DO NOT BRING FOOD OR BEVERAGES INTO THE HOUSES

